Sample letter to legislators 
Written in your own words, a personal, thoughtful and well-written letter to your elected officials is powerful and can make a difference.  In your letter, educate your elected officials on the impact the governor’s budget proposal will have on you and your students by sharing specific local concerns and examples.  Alert them to the types of programs that would be cut if education funding is taken away.   

 Letters should be no longer than one page.     

(Date) 
The Honorable (Full Name of Legislator) 

California State Assembly or California State Senate 

State Capitol, (Room #) 

Sacramento, CA. 95814 

Dear Senator (Last Name) or Assembly Member (Last Name): 

As a parent of a child in (grade level) I know that Governor Schwarzenegger's proposed funding cuts would severely damage the quality of public education.  Our students need and deserve the best education possible so that they can be active participants in our democracy.  We call upon you to work to increase state revenues so that these devastating cuts are not needed.

The Governor’s proposed $4.8 billion budget cut will severely damage the quality of education in our state and decimate the voter-approved minimum-funding guarantee for schools. The proposed cuts are the equivalent of laying off more than 107,000 teachers and reducing per-pupil spending by more than $800 per child.  California is already 46th in the nation in K-12 per-pupil spending.  Clearly, we do not have a spending problem, but rather a revenue problem.

In Berkeley the proposed cuts could lead to the loss of all of our Professional Development coaching positions, and 11 of our 19 counselors, including the two College Advisors at our high school.  Over 50 teachers will likely receive layoff notices.  The progress we have been making in math and reading will likely disappear.

As a parent, I understand the challenges inherent in balancing a budget, but I strongly oppose Governor Schwarzenegger’s 2008-09 budget proposal and plans to eviscerate funding for students and schools. Our kids and our schools did not create this budget problem, and their education and future progress shouldn’t be undermined because of it. My child, my student, deserves better than this.  We urge you to consider progressive tax policies in order to solve the state's structural budget problem.  Close loopholes, not schools!

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

(Your School)

(Your City

